Wheels and Butterflies

he is to get a hearing, account for Swift's relation
to Stella. It seems certain that Swift loved her
though he called it by some other name, and she
him, and that it was platonic love*

Thou, Stella, wert no longer young,

When first for thee my harp was strung,

Without one word of Cupid*s darts,

Of killing eyes or bleeding hearts ;

With friendship and esteem possest,

I ne'er admitted Love a guest,

In all the habitudes of life,

The friend, the mistress, and the wife,

Variety we still pursue,

In pleasure seek for something new ;

Or else comparing with the rest,

Take comfort that our own is best ,*

The best we value by the worst,

As tradesmen show their trash at first;

But his pursuits are at an end,

Whom Stella chooses for a friend*

If the relation between Swift and Vanessa was
not platonic there must have been some bar that
affected Stella as well as Swift. Dr. Delaney is
said to have believed that Swift married Stella in
1716 and found in some exchange of confidences
that they were brother and sister, but Sir William
Temple was not in Ireland during the year that
28